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JOINT STATEMENT 

 
BAN OF ABORTION IN POLAND 

 
 

As Members of Parliaments representing the SOC, ALDE and UEL political 

groups in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, we 
express our deep concern about recent attempts of the Polish 
Constitutional Tribunal to de-facto ban the abortion procedure in the 

country.  
 

On Wednesday 27 January 2021, the Polish Constitutional Tribunal published a 
written statement of reasons for the de facto abortion ban ruling. It happened 97 
days after its oral announcement on October 22, which sparked the largest 

protests in Poland since 1989. According to its content, abortion due to severe 
and irreversible foetal defects is inconsistent with the Polish constitution – it also 

includes serious malformations of the foetus detected in the initial stages of 
pregnancy.  
 

The ruling was already strongly condemned by the international community:  
- the European Parliament (see resolution) 

- EU Commissioner Helena Dalli (see statement),  
- the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights Dunja Mijatović,  
- UN Special Rapporteurs (see statement). 

The decision stands in the direct opposition with good medical practice, 
international human rights, and WHO recommendations. Additionally, it 
infringes upon the Council of Europe’s Human Rights Commissioner’s 

obligations for the Member States to ensure access to abortion care and 
specifies that any refusal of care on grounds of religion or belief by a 

medical professional may never be allowed to jeopardise women’s right 
to access sexual and reproductive health services. The law would harm 
women’s equality, dignity, autonomy, and bodily integrity, restricting 

their access to information and their rights to private life and health.    

The deterioration of the SRHR rights in Poland is a consequence of the 
erosion of the democratic institutions in the country, including unlawful 

appointment of judges to the Constitutional Tribunal.  

We, therefore, urge Polish ruling coalition to respect the fundamental rights of all 
Poles to make autonomous decisions about their own bodies and reproductive 
abilities, which are at the very core of their fundamental right to equality and 

privacy concerning intimate matters of physical and psychological integrity, and 
to refrain from adopting the judgment of the institution internationally recognised 

as unlawfully adopted.  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52017PC0835
https://trybunal.gov.pl/postepowanie-i-orzeczenia/wyroki/art/11300-planowanie-rodziny-ochrona-plodu-ludzkiego-i-warunki-dopuszczalnosci-przerywania-ciazy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0336_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/abortion-rights-in-poland-opening-statements-by-council-and-commission-_I199144-V_v
https://twitter.com/CommissionerHR/status/1319273573240893452
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26434&LangID=E
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/70914/;jsessionid=20462B98841638912FC1B01FBB3D5B4E?sequence=1
https://rm.coe.int/women-s-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights-in-europe-issue-pape/168076dead
https://rm.coe.int/women-s-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights-in-europe-issue-pape/168076dead

